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One of the most significant challenges looming 
on the horizon in the accounting sphere concerns 
the very foundation of the profession: the role of 
the accountant in the future, in the light of the 
emergence and rapid evolution of artificial 
intelligence (AI). In the current technological 
context, it is estimated that most of the tasks 
assigned to the accountant could be automated, 
efficiently performed with minimal human 
intervention. Moreover, many researchers1,2 in the 
field predict that in the next 2-5 years we will see 
the emergence of Artificial General Intelligence 
(AGI)3, a technology with significant disruptive 
potential. Until recently, it was anticipated that the 
future of the accountant would focus on a 
supervisory role, with the profession shifting 
towards auditing and consulting. However, in the 
face of the emerging possibility of general 
artificial intelligence, even these roles could be 
subject to automation so that the administrator is 
informed and assisted by AI systems. This 
prospect begs a fundamental question: will the 
accountant of the future still have a distinct and 
relevant role? And if so, what might that be? 

In this changing context, the role of the 
accountant could evolve significantly. Rather than 
being completely replaced, accountants could 
redefine and expand their roles, working in 
tandem with AI technology. This could involve a 
shift towards data interpretation, critical analysis 
and strategic advice. For example, while AI can 
streamline data processing and analysis, 
accountants could become experts in interpreting 
this data, providing valuable insights for strategy 
and business decisions. In addition to adapting 

traditional roles, new opportunities are opening up 
for accountants in emerging areas. Accountants 
could play a crucial role in integrating AI 
technologies into accounting processes, ensuring 
they are used ethically and effectively. This 
requires not only technical understanding but also 
skills in ethics and data governance. We also 
believe that accountants will be able to become 
specialist consultants in integrating these AI 
technologies into organizations’ financial 
systems. This would involve evaluating and 
implementing AI solutions that can optimize 
financial processes, from accounting to budget 
forecasting.  

At the same time, we believe that continuing 
education and training will be essential in this 
transition process. Academic institutions and 
professional accounting bodies need to adjust their 
curricula to include relevant competences in AI 
and data analytics. The role of the accountant 
needs to be reimagined not just as a manager of 
numbers, but as a strategic consultant in financial 
technology, an interpreter of complex data, and 
not least, a facilitator of business decisions. 

In conclusion, the future of accounting in the 
AI era is not one of eroding the importance of the 
profession, but of evolution and adaptation. By 
embracing and leveraging AI technologies, 
accountants can continue to be key players in the 
financial and operational decision-making 
processes of organizations, successfully 
navigating a world increasingly reliant on data and 
advanced technology. The role of the accountant 
is transforming, opening the way to new horizons 
of expertise and added value.
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3 Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) is an advanced form of 
artificial intelligence, capable of performing any intellectual task that 
a human can perform. It involves learning, reasoning, perception and 
adaptation skills at or above human level. 


